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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Hazard mitigation involves implementing cost-effective and sustainable
measures to minimize the risk to human life, property, and infrastructure from
potential hazards. Through mitigation planning, Essex County and its
participating jurisdictions can develop a framework to lessen the impacts of
natural disasters and create a more resilient community.

HAZARD MITIGATION OVERVIEW

Essex County has updated its hazard mitigation plan (HMP) to continue its commitment to reducing risk
of natural hazards for the residents, assets, and community lifelines within the County. This update aims
to safeguard the people and essential services provided throughout the planning area.

The HMP update forms the foundation for the County's long-term strategy to reduce disaster losses and
break the cycle of disaster damage, reconstruction, and repetitive damage. This plan aligns with federal
and state hazard mitigation planning regulations and requirements to ensure the County and participating
jurisdictions are eligible for pre- and post-disaster mitigation funding through the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).

PLANNING PROCESS

The planning process section of the mitigation plan highlights how the plan came together, who was a part
of the process, and what data and information were utilized to create or revise the plan. A successful
planning endeavor involves engaging with community leaders, stakeholders, and the public to ensure their
input and support throughout the process. For this update, Section 1 (Planning Process) documents the
process the Planning Partnership followed to update and develop the Essex County HMP.
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BUILDING THE PLANNING TEAM

Essex County brought together a diverse and inclusive group of individuals to participate, develop, and
implement the HMP update. A Core Planning Team, Steering Committee, and Planning Partnership
oversaw the planning process and were responsible for coordinating, overseeing, and executing the
planning process.
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Stakeholders and the public were asked to contribute throughout the planning process.
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Stakeholders

Stakeholders were invited to take part in the planning process through a stakeholder survey, neighboring
communities survey, a stakeholder workshop, invitations to the public meeting, and requests for comment
during the public review period. Special emphasis was made to reach out to stakeholder groups that work
with or support socially vulnerable populations and underserved communities.

Public

The public was shared information about the plan update through social media, lawn signs posted at major
County events, and fact sheets made available in person and electronically. In addition, the public was
invited to take part in the planning process through public surveying, a public meeting, and requests for
comment during the public review period.

In total, the public survey yielded 200 responses. Flooding was ranked as the main hazard of concern from
the majority of respondents. The majority of respondents receive information concerning a disaster from
the internet (57%), followed by municipal email (53%) and television news (47%). 54% of respondents
reported their home had previously been damaged by a hazard event, with only 33% of those damages
being reported to the local municipality. Only 71% of respondents reported knowing their evacuation routes
with 12% noting they would need assistance in the event of an evacuation. 30% of respondents noted their
home was located in a floodplain but the majority (58%) of respondents did not know if their home was
located in a hazard area. Of those in the floodplain, only one third had flood insurance. 4% of respondents
noted they rely on services from the local government or non-profits. 3% of respondents spoke a language
other than English. The majority of respondents (45%) have lived in Essex County more than 20 years. 90%
reporting owning their place of residence and 10% reported renting.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Risk assessments describe the risks associated with each identified natural hazard of concern. A general
profile of the hazard as it may impact Essex County and its jurisdictions was updated, and an assessment
was performed to determine the effects and the potential damages of the hazard. For this plan update,
total and socially vulnerable populations were also considered in the risk assessment.

The Steering Committee updated the HMP hazard groupings based on the similarity of hazard events,
typical concurrence or impacts, consideration of how hazards have been grouped in FEMA guidance
documents (FEMA 386-2 Understanding Your Risks, Identifying Hazards and Estimating Losses; Multi-
Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment — The Cornerstone of the National Mitigation Strategy; Local
Mitigation Planning Handbook), and consideration of updated hazard groupings in the State of New Jersey
HMP. The 2025 HMP includes nine hazards (Table ES-1).
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Table ES-1. Hazards of Concern in Essex County

Hazard of Concern Included in Previous Essex County HMP?

The Disease Outbreak hazard addresses diseases, including West Nile Virus,
Disease Eastern Equine Encephalitis, St. Louis Encephalitis, La Crosse Encephalitis,
Outbreak Lyme Disease, Influenza, Ebola, Measles, Tuberculosis, Hepatitis A,
Coronavirus, Monkey Pox, RSV, and Bird Flu.

W S
o The Drought hazard addresses meteorological, hydrological, agricultural,
' Drought . . .
socioeconomic, and ecological drought.
Earthauake The Earthquake hazard addresses earthquakes epicentered in the County and
g those epicentered outside the County that result impacts in the County.
+ Extreme The Extreme Temperature hazard addresses extreme heat and extreme cold
Temperature | events.
The Flood hazard addresses coastal (erosion, storm surge, tidal, and sea level
. Flood rise), flash, riverine, and stormwater/urban flooding. The flood hazard includes
s new mapping to inform recently adopted and proposed climate change
b o

informed flood mapping.

Hazards

@ .
‘\? Geological The Geological Hazards hazard addresses landslide and subsidence/sinkhole.

Severe The Severe Weather hazard addresses high wind events, tornadoes,
Weather thunderstorms and lightning, hailstorms, tropical storms, and hurricanes.

77/
%ﬁ; The Severe Winter Weather hazard addresses blizzards, heavy snow, ice
storms, and nor'easters.
Weather
Wildfire The Wildfire hazard addresses wildfire events including those ignited naturally
or non-naturally.

CAPABILITY ASSESSMENT

Existing laws, ordinances, plans and programs at the federal, state, and local level can support or impact
hazard mitigation actions identified in this plan. During the 2025 plan update process, all participating
jurisdictions were tasked with updating their capability assessment, paying particular attention to
evaluating the effectiveness of these capabilities in supporting hazard mitigation, and identifying
opportunities to enhance local capabilities to integrate hazard mitigation into their plans, programs, and
day-to-day operations.

MITIGATION STRATEGY

The Planning Partnership noted that 78 actions from the previous HMP have been completed or are newly
established ongoing capabilities.
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The Steering Committee reviewed and updated the mitigation goals from the prior plan to reflect the
current focus of Essex County and its jurisdictions. This included modifying Goal 4 to focus on climate
change impacts and the development of a new Goal 7 to provide focus on socially vulnerable populations
and underserved communities:

e Goal 1: Protect Life

e Goal 2: Protect Property

e Goal 3: Increase Public Preparedness and Awareness

e Goal 4: Develop and Maintain an Understanding of Increased Risk from Climate Change Impacts
to Natural Hazards

e Goal 5: Enhance County and Local Mitigation Capabilities to Reduce Hazard Vulnerabilities

e Goal 6: Support Continuity of Operations Pre-, During and Post-Hazard Events

e Goal 7: Reduce the Risk of Natural Hazards for Socially Vulnerable Populations and Underserved
Communities

These goals guided the development of each jurisdiction’s mitigation actions to solve potential problems
identified during the risk assessment and capability assessment.

Each jurisdiction reviewed the results of the risk and capability assessments, previous mitigation strategy,
mitigation goals, catalogs of mitigation alternatives and selected actions to be included in their mitigation
strategy in their jurisdictional annexes.

The 2025 plan includes the follow action types:

e Prevention: Preventive activities are intended to keep hazard problems from getting worse and are
typically administered through programs or regulatory actions that influence the way land is
developed and assets are built.

e Property Protection: Property protection activities involve the modification of existing buildings,
assets, and structures to help them better withstand the forces of a hazard, or removal of the
structures from hazardous locations.

e Public Education and Awareness: Public education and awareness activities are used to advise
residents, elected officials, business owners, potential property buyers, and visitors about hazards,
hazardous areas, and mitigation techniques they can use to protect themselves and their property.

e Natural Resource Protection: Natural resource protection activities reduce the impact of natural
hazards by preserving or restoring natural areas and their protective functions.

e Emergency Services: Although not typically considered a “mitigation” technique, emergency service
activities do minimize the impact of a hazard event on people and property. These commonly are
actions taken immediately prior to, during, or in response to a hazard event.

e Structural Projects: Structural mitigation activities are intended to lessen the impact of a hazard by
modifying the environmental natural progression of the hazard event through construction. They
are usually designed by engineers and managed or maintained by jurisdiction staff.

e Climate Resiliency: Climate resiliency actions incorporate methods to mitigate or adapt to the
impacts of the changing climate.
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e Community Capacity Building: These actions increase local capabilities to adjust to potential
damage, to take advantage of opportunities, or to respond to consequences of hazards.

The mitigation strategy for each participating jurisdiction includes actions to address each of the identified
hazards of concern for the 2025 update. Opportunities to increase integration of the HMP have been
included as mitigation actions. Each participating jurisdiction has identified actions to develop Substantial
Damage Response Plans and Watershed Management Plans. All jurisdictions with repetitive loss
properties in the National Flood Insurance Program included actions to address repetitive flood losses.
Jurisdictions continued to identify actions to protect critical facilities and lifelines such as establishing
back up power.

In total, the updated Essex County HMP mitigation strategy includes 223 actions.

ADOPTION

Upon FEMA Approval Pending Adoption (APA) status of the 2025 HMP update, Essex County and each
municipality will adopt the plan by resolution of local governing body.

MAINTAINING THE PLAN

Procedures for the monitoring, evaluation, and updating of the HMP were established to support it
continuing to be a living document to guide resilience. The County will convene the Planning Partnership
annually to review the plan and update the plan as appropriate. A complete update to the HMP will be
completed prior to the end of the five-year effective planning horizon for the 2025 update.
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1 | Introduction

1.1

WHY PREPARE THIS PLAN?

Essex County and its participating jurisdictions (the Planning Partnership)
prepared this HMP update to better protect the residents, property, and
assets throughout Essex County from the effects of natural hazards.

Hazard mitigation plays a crucial role in emergency management by working to reduce the impacts of
disasters on individuals, communities, and important assets. By implementing mitigation measures, we
can help prevent the same areas from being repeatedly impacted by disasters. Mitigation is part of the
emergency management cycle, which is divided into four phases:

Preparedness is when we develop or update activities, programs and systems before an event

happens. These activities are often tested (or exercised) in non-emergency situations. This tests
their effectiveness. Emergency managers also assess potential risks, hazards, and vulnerabilities

in this phase.

Response focuses on the immediate and short-term effects of a disaster. It is usually focused on

life safety and preventing immediate damage.

Recovery is a long-term phase that
looks to return a community to normal,
or to a more resilient state, after a
disaster.

Mitigation focuses on building (or
rebuilding) in ways that reduce the risk
more permanently. It is an activity that
can occur at any point in the emergency
management cycle. For example,
communities can undertake mitigation
actions before a disaster (the
preparedness phase) or while rebuilding
after a disaster (the recovery phase)
(FEMA 2023).

Recovery

MITIGATION

Response—1

g

Recovery

This hazard mitigation plan (HMP) update highlights the County's dedication to reducing risk from hazards,
enhancing overall resilience, and providing a practical tool for decision-mnakers to incorporate mitigation
into daily operations.
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1.1.7.1

1.1 Federal Eligibility

Disaster Mitigation Act

Hazard mitigation is any sustained
action taken to reduce or eliminate
long-term risk to life and property
from hazards.

FEMA defines a Hazard Mitigation
Plan as a community-driven
process to help state, local, tribal,
and territorial governments plan
for hazard risk. By planning for risk
and setting a strategy for action,

1 | Introduction

In an effort to reduce the Nation's mounting natural disaster
losses, the U.S. Congress passed the Disaster Mitigation Act of
2000 (DMA 2000), which amended the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act. Section 322 of
DMA 2000 emphasizes the need for state and local government
entities to closely coordinate on mitigation planning activities and
requires a hazard mitigation plan for any local government
applying for federal mitigation grant funds. These funds primary
fall under the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) program. Grant programs
under HMA include the following:

governments can reduce the . - o
e Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC)

negative impacts of future
disasters. e Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA)

e Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)
e HMGP Post Fire

Entities with an adopted and federally-approved hazard mitigation plan are pre-positioned to receive
available mitigation funds before and after the next disaster strikes. The plan was developed to make the
Planning Partnership eligible for pre-and post-disaster FEMA grants.

1.2 PLAN UPDATES

An HMP is a living document that jurisdictions use to reduce vulnerability to natural hazards. It serves as
the groundwork for a jurisdiction's long-term plan to lessen disaster impacts and establishes a framework
for decision-making to mitigate harm to individuals, assets, and the economy from future natural disasters.
Mitigation projects include stormwater actions, substantial damage management planning, hazard
mitigation integration in master planning and emergency operation planning, outreach improvements, and
backup power support, to name a few. These measures help reduce vulnerability, allowing jurisdictions to
bounce back more quickly from disasters.

1.2.1 Previous Plans

The Planning Partnership has shown dedication to reducing disaster impacts in Essex County by creating
its initial HMP in 2010, followed by updates in 2015 and 2020. This ongoing effort ensures that the Planning
Partnership has the necessary information to create and implement a successful mitigation strategy,
reducing the impacts of natural disasters, and enhance overall resilience.

1.2.2 Why Update

Throughout the planning process, the entire plan was updated with a focus on assessing changes in
vulnerability caused by hazard events, evaluating capabilities and their utilization in implementing hazard

BLACK &
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mitigation measures, reviewing the mitigation strategy, and identifying new initiatives to enhance overall
resilience within Essex County.

1.2.2.1 Federal and State Requirements

The 2020 HMP expired on June 3, 2025. In response to the requirements of the DMA 2000, which requires
local governmental agencies to develop and update its HMP every five years, this plan serves as the 2025
update to the Essex County Hazard Mitigation Plan. The Essex County HMP update is in alignment with
FEMA's Local Mitigation Planning Policy Guide (April 2023), FEMA's Local Mitigation Planning Handbook
(May 2023), and the State of New Jersey planning requirements.

1.2.2.2 Changes in Hazards

For this HMP update, the Steering Committee adjusted the hazards of concern list from the previous plan.
After noting that non-natural hazards are not eligible for traditional FEMA hazard mitigation funding grant
programs and are adequately addressed in other planning efforts, non-natural hazards were removed from
this update. Information on these non-natural hazards is preserved in Appendix E (Risk Assessment
Supplement). Coastal erosion and sea level rise were identified as being best discussed with the Flood
hazard. Coastal Storms (tropical cyclones and nor'easters) were determined to be best discussed with the
existing hazard groupings within the Severe Weather and Severe Winter Weather hazards respectively.

1.2.2.3 Changes in Development and Population

Local Plan Requirement E1—44 CFR Part 201.6(d)(3)

A local jurisdiction must review and revise its plan to reflect changes in development.

Data from the 2020 U.S. Census and the 2023 American Community Survey have been used to provide
updated demographic data. While Essex County is largely built out, each participating jurisdiction provided
information on recent and anticipated development in their jurisdictional annexes in Volume lI.

1.2.3 The Updated Plan - What Has Changed?

The overall planning process and the Essex County HMP have been improved and revised for this 2025
HMP update in response to changes in HMP requirements, a newly released State of New Jersey HMP in
2024, and overall improvements. Key changes are outlined as follows:

e Expansion of participation opportunities for neighboring counties and communities, and
stakeholders

e The hazards of concern have been adjusted to focus on natural hazards.

e Best available data, recent hazard event occurrences, and recent and future development have
been incorporated into the County Profile, hazard profiles, and annexes.

e The structure of sections of the plan have been updated to improve the organization and readability
of the HMP.
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e Each jurisdiction's mitigation strategy includes at least one mitigation action to address each of
the hazards of concern identified for this HMP update unless they have demonstrated that they do
not have any exposure to geographically limited hazards.

e Proposed mitigation strategies have been updated to reflect new actions or updated details on
previously identified actions.

e Socially vulnerable populations' hazard mitigation needs were assessed and incorporated into
mitigation strategies.

The following table indicates the changes between the 2020 and the 2025 HMP as they relate to federal
requirements for local hazard mitigation plans.
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Table 1-1. Essex County HMP Changes Since the Last HMP

Element A: Planning Process

Does the plan document the planning process,
including how it was prepared and who was
involved in the process for each jurisdiction? (44
CFR § 201.6(c)(1))

Does the plan document an opportunity for
neighboring communities, local and regional
agencies involved in hazard mitigation activities,
and agencies that have the authority to regulate
development as well as businesses, academia,
and other private and non-profit interests to be
involved in the planning process? (44 CFR §
201.6(b)(2))

Does the plan document how the public was
involved in the planning process during the
drafting stage and prior to plan approval? (44
CFR §201.6(b)(1))

BLACK &
. VEATCH

The 2020 HMP documented the planning process
in Section 2.

The 2020 planning process identified key
stakeholders and coordinated with them
throughout the process.

The 2020 planning effort deployed an enhanced
public engagement methodology:
e Multidingual informational materials and
news release
Use of social media.
Web-deployed survey
All meetings open to the public
Attending a well-+trafficked County event
to engage residents
e Stakeholder focus group sessions were
held

1 | Introduction

44 CFR Requirement (April 2023) . 2020HMP | 2025 Updated Plan

The 2025 HMP documents the planning process
in Section 2.

The 2025 planning process expanded the invited
stakeholders from the 2020 planning process.
The invited stakeholders included all neighboring
municipalities and counties and stakeholders
from academic, business/commerce,
community/non-profit organizations, emergency
services, hospital/medical, infrastructure, land
use/development, natural/cultural resources,
public works, and social equity sectors.
Stakeholders were coordinated with throughout
the process and provided multiple opportunities
to participate including a virtual meeting, in-
person meeting, surveying, and requests to
review and comment on the draft plan.
Jurisdictions were tasked with inviting any
special service districts that are contained within
or include their jurisdictional boundaries as
potential planning partners.

The 2025 planning process continued upon the
success of the 2020 HMP with a multi-media
campaign to involve the public. In addition to
similar efforts deployed for the 2020 plan,
enhanced multidingual outreach materials, social
media, public survey, a public meeting, and lawn
signs advertising the planning process and
asking for input at major County events.
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44 CFR Requirement (April 2023) . 2020HMP | 2025 Updated Plan

Does the plan describe the review and
incorporation of existing plans, studies, reports,
and technical information? (44 CFR § 201.6(b)(3))
Element B: Risk Assessment

Does the plan include a description of the type,
location, and extent of all natural hazards that
can affect the jurisdiction? Does the plan also
include information on previous occurrences of
hazard events and on the probability of future
hazard events? (44 CFR § 201.6(c)(2)(i))

Does the plan include a summary of the
jurisdiction’s vulnerability and the impacts on the
community from the identified hazards? Does
this summary also address NFIP-insured
structures that have been repetitively damaged
by floods? (44 CFR § 201.6(c)(2)(ii))

Element C: Mitigation Strategy

Does the plan document each participant's
existing authorities, policies, programs and
resources and its ability to expand on and
improve these existing policies and programs?
(44 CFR § 201.6(c)(3))

Does the plan address each jurisdiction's
participation in the NFIP and continued
compliance with NFIP requirements, as
appropriate? (44 CFR § 201.6(c)(3)(ii))

Does the plan include goals to reduce/avoid long-
term vulnerabilities to the identified hazards? (44
CFR §201.6(c)(3)(i))

BLACK &
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A comprehensive review of relevant plans and
programs was performed by the planning team.

New, updated data, was deployed for the 2020
plan update. A new hazard, economic collapse
was included, and the flood hazard was
expanded to include urban flooding (or flooding
outside of the floodplain). The hazard ranking
methodology was expanded to include adaptive
capacity and climate change.

A summary of NFIP insured properties including
an analysis of repetitive loss property locations
was included in the plan.

An updated comprehensive review of authorities,
policies, programs and resources was performed
by each participating jurisdiction in each
jurisdictional annex.

Jurisdictional participation in the NFIP was
discussed in each jurisdictional annex.

The 2020 HMP maintained the goals from the
2015 HMP.

An updated comprehensive review of relevant
plans and programs was performed by the
Planning Partnership.

Man-made hazards were removed from the 2025
HMP or discussed as cascading impacts of
natural hazards of concern. Updated information
on occurrences and other best available
information was incorporated.

Updated NFIP statistics, including repetitively
damaged structures, are included in the 2025
plan.

An updated comprehensive review of authorities,
policies, programs and resources was performed
by each participating jurisdiction in each
jurisdictional annex. Opportunities to improve
capabilities was established for each jurisdiction
in the jurisdictional annexes.

Jurisdictional participation in the NFIP is
discussed in each jurisdictional annex.

The 2025 HMP updated goals and objectives
includes a goal to "Develop and Maintain an
Understanding of Increased Risk from Climate
Change Impacts to Natural Hazards" with
corresponding new objectives.
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44 CFR Requirement (April 2023) . 2020HMP | 2025 Updated Plan

Does the plan identify and analyze a
comprehensive range of specific mitigation
actions and projects for each jurisdiction being
considered to reduce the effects of hazards, with
emphasis on new and existing buildings and
infrastructure? (44 CFR § 201.6(c)(3)(ii))

Does the plan contain an action plan that
describes how the actions identified will be
prioritized (including a cost-benefit review),
implemented, and administered by each
jurisdiction? (44 CFR § 201.6(c)(3)(iv));
(§201.6(c)(3)(iii)

Element D: Plan Maintenance

Is there discussion of how each community will
continue public participation in the plan
maintenance process? (44 CFR § 207.6(c)(4)(iii))
Is there a description of the method and schedule
for keeping the plan current (monitoring,
evaluating and updating the mitigation plan
within a five-year cycle)? (44 CFR § 201.6(c)(4)(i))

Does the plan describe a process by which each
community will integrate the requirements of the
mitigation plan into other planning mechanisms,
such as comprehensive or capital improvement
plans, when appropriate? (44 CFR §
201.6(c)(4)(ii)

Element E: Plan Update
Was the plan revised to reflect changes in
development? (44 CFR § 201.6(d)(3))

BLACK &
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A comprehensive list of mitigation actions was
established, prioritizing those hazards ranked as
high hazards of concern.

Each jurisdictional annex included the
jurisdiction’s proposed hazard mitigation
strategies for the 2020 HMP. Action worksheets
are prepared for each mitigation action that was
FEMA HMA eligible.

Section 7 discussed plan maintenance.

Section 7 discussed monitoring, evaluating, and
updating the mitigation plan.

Section 7 discussed integration of the HMP into
other planning mechanismes.

Major development was identified in each
municipal annex.

A comprehensive list of mitigation actions was
established. Each jurisdiction developed at least
one mitigation action that addresses each hazard
of concern.

Each jurisdictional annex includes the
jurisdiction's proposed hazard mitigation
strategies for the 2025 HMP (Section X.4.2).
Estimated costs and benefits are included in the
detailed discussion of each proposed mitigation
action. Action worksheets are prepared for each
mitigation action.

Section 18.3 discusses ongoing public
participation following plan approval.

Section 18.4 discusses the procedures for the
monitoring of the plan, including tracking of the
progress/status of actions. Section 18.5
discusses the procedures for the updating of the
plan.

Section 18.1 documents how the Planning
Partners will integrate this hazard mitigation plan
into relevant decision4making processes, plans,
or mechanisms, where feasible.

Each jurisdictional annex documents current
integration of hazard mitigation, including the
HMP, in Section X.2 Jurisdictional Capability
Assessment. Jurisdictions that had specific
integration actions in place included these
actions in their mitigation strategy.

Section 1.2.2 discusses how changes in
development and population are incorporated
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44 CFR Requirement (April 2023) . 2020HMP | 2025 Updated Plan

Was the plan revised to reflect changes in
priorities and progress in local mitigation efforts?
(44 CFR § 201.6(d)(3))

Element F: Plan Adoption

For singlequrisdictional plans, has the governing
body of the jurisdiction formally adopted the plan
to be eligible for certain FEMA assistance? (44
CFR § 201.6(c)(5))

For multiqurisdictional plans, has the governing
body of each jurisdiction officially adopted the
plan to be eligible for certain FEMA assistance?
(44 CFR § 201.6(c)(5))

Element G: High Hazard Potential Dams (optional)
Did the plan describe the incorporation of existing
plans, studies, reports and technical information
for HHPDs?

Did the plan address HHPDs in the risk
assessment?

Did the plan include mitigation goals to reduce
long-term vulnerabilities from HHPDs?

Did the plan include actions that address HHPDs
and prioritize mitigation actions to reduce
vulnerabilities from HHPDs?

BLACK &
. VEATCH

The 2020 HMP included goals and objectives.

N/A

The 2020 plan achieved DMA compliance for
Essex County and all municipalities. Resolutions
for each partner adopting the plan was included
in Appendix A.

Not included

Not included
Not included

Not included

into the plan. Each jurisdictional annex
documents recent and expected future
development.

The 2025 update was reorganized to increase
readability and organization. Goals and objectives
have been updated. Each jurisdiction's mitigation
strategy has been updated to reflect progress in
previous mitigation actions and new local
priorities.

N/A

The 2025 plan achieved DMA compliance for
Essex County and all municipalities. Resolutions
for each partner adopting the plan is included in
Appendix A.

Not included

Not included
Not included

Not included
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1.3 How 10 USE THIS PLAN

The Essex County HMP is organized for accessibility and clarity, building off the previous versions of the
plan, consisting of two volumes and appendices:

Volume |

e Section 1: Introduction

e Section 2: Planning Process

e Section 3: County Profile

e Section 4: Hazards of Concern

e Section 5: Risk Assessment Methodology and Tools
e Section 6: Disease Outbreak

e Section 7: Drought

e Section 8: Earthquake

e Section 9: Extreme Temperatures

e Section 10: Flood

e Section 11: Geological Hazards

e Section 12: Severe Weather

e Section 13: Severe Winter Weather

e Section 14: Wildfire

e Section 15: Hazard Ranking

e Section 16: Capability Assessment

e Section 17: Mitigation Strategy

e Section 18: Maintaining the Hazard Mitigation Plan

Volume 1]

e Section 1: Essex County

e Section 2: Township of Belleville

e Section 3: Township of Bloomfield
e Section 4: Borough of Caldwell

e Section 5: Township of Cedar Grove
e Section 6: City of East Orange

e Section 7: Borough of Essex Fells

e Section 8: Township of Fairfield

e Section 9: Borough of Glen Ridge

e Section 10: Township of Irvington

e Section 11: Township of Livingston
e Section 12: Township of Maplewood
e Section 13: Township of Millburn

e Section 14: Township of Montclair
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e Section 15: City of Newark

e Section 16: Borough of North Caldwell

e Section 17: Township of Nutley

e Section 18: Township of the City of Orange
e Section 19: Borough of Roseland

e Section 20: Village of South Orange

e Section 21: Township of Verona

e Section 22: Township of West Caldwell

e Section 23: Township of West Orange

Appendices

e Appendix A: Plan Adoption

e Appendix B: Participation Documentation

e Appendix C: Meeting Documentation

e Appendix D: Public and Stakeholder Outreach

e Appendix E: Risk Assessment Supplement

e Appendix F: Mitigation Strategy Supplement

e Appendix G: Plan Maintenance Tools

e Appendix H: Linkage Procedures

e Appendix I: Critical Facility Inventory (non-public facing)
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2 PLANNING PROCESS

Local Plan Requirement A1 — 44 CFR Part 201.6(c)(1)

The plan shall document the planning process used to develop the plan, including how it was
prepared, who was involved in the process, and how the public was involved.

2.1 INTRODUCTION

The following section describes the overall process of updating the HMP, including how it was prepared,
who was involved, and how stakeholders and the public participated. To adhere to the requirements of the
DMA 2000 and ensure that the planning process received wide and robust support from the participating
jurisdictions, regional and local stakeholders, and the public, the approach to the planning process and
plan documentation included the following:

1) The Essex County HMP is a multijurisdictional plan and considers all natural hazards that pose a
threat to the county. This satisfies the natural hazards requirements specified in DMA 2000 and
Element B of FEMA's Local Mitigation Planning Policy Guide (April 2023).

Essex County invited all jurisdictions located within the county to participate in the HMP update.
The County and 22 municipalities agreed to participate and meet participation expectations, where
appropriate, as shown in Table 2-1 .

2) This HMP was